
Water Quality 
Monitoring 

Efforts in WRIA 
7 and 8



Why?

A holistic 
view of the 

current 
marine 

environment

Chemical -water quality

Biological -marine vegetation 
mapping

Physical -shoreline conditions, 
forage fish use



Dept of Health Shellfish 
Monitoring

ÅCommercial and private 
shellfish harvest areas

ÅPossession Sound coastline 
and Hat Island
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BEACH 
Monitoring 
Program

2021 Sampled beaches

ÅPicnic Point County Park

ÅMukilteo Lighthouse Park

ÅHowarth Park

ÅJetty Island

ÅEdmonds Marina Beach Park

ÅBrackett's Landing & 
Edmonds Underwater Park



Dept of Ecology

Nutrient Reduction Program

ÅPuget Sound Nutrient Forum

ÅSalish Sea Model

Marine Water Column and Sediment Data

ÅWater column data

ÅNear Hat Island

ÅSediment locations across Possession Sound



Tulalip Tribes

Purse Seine

ÅContinuation of Salish Sea Marine Survival Project

Å16 seines across Puget Sound
Åplankton tow and water quality data

ÅFunded for next 3 years

Sound Toxins

ÅTulalip Bay

ÅMonitor 7 phytoplankton

ÅAim to create early warning system for algae blooms

Water Quality Monitoring

ÅTulalip Bay

ÅPriest Point

ÅMission Beach



ORCA School

State of Possession Sound

ÅOngoing for 19 years

Å2 in water sensors

ÅMukilteo Mount Baker Terminal

ÅEverett Marina

ÅBi-monthly monitoring at 10 sites



Partnership with ORCA

ÅGoal: work with ORCA to use their data to create an 
understanding of marine water quality for a State 
of Possession Sound report card.


